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1.  The  attached  report  is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in 
accordance  with  para  4b,  AR  525-15. 


2.  The  information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure 
that  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  are  used  to  the  benefit 
of  future  operations  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training 
material . 


3.  Information  of  actions  initiated  as  a  result  of  your  evaluation 
should  be  forwarded  to  the  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development, 
ATTN:  FOR  OT  UT  within  90  days  of  receipt  of  this  letter. 


as  Major  General,  USA 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS  7TH  SQUADRON  17TH  CAVALRY 
APO  San  Francisco  96494 

AVBACB-GB  12  November  1970 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  7th  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry, 
Period  Ending  31  October  1970.  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 


SEE  DlSTRIBUnON 


1.  (C)  Section  1.  Operations:  Significant  Activities: 

a .  General : 

(1)  This  report  covers  the  period  from  1  August  through  31 
October  1970  and  is  submitted  in  accordance  with  AR  525-15,  USARV  Reg  525-15, 
and  17th  Aviation  Group  (Combat)  Regulation  525-15. 

(2)  Mission:  To  perform  reconnaissance,  surveillance  and  security 
for  Free  World  Forces  in  the  11  Military  Region.  To  engcit,3  in  combat  as  an 
economy  of  forces  unit  and  provide  limited  anti-tank  defense.  One  or  more  of 
the  units  may  be  planed  in  support  of  a  major  ground  unit. 

(3)  Organization  Structure:  The  Headquarters,  7th  Squadron,  17th 
Cavalry  is  located  at  Camp  Holloway  (AR  800465),  Pleiku,  Republic  of  Vietnam, 
and  is  Commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ernest  A.  Smart.  Troops  A,  B,  and  D 
are  collocated  with  the  Squadron  Headquarters  and  Troop  C  is  located  at  Camp 
Radcllff  (BR  704480),  An  Khe,  Republic  of  Vietnam.  The  Squadron  has  its  full 
complement  of  cavalry  troops  as  provided  by  OTOE  17-95T.  (See  Inclosure  1 

for  a  list  of  subordinate  units  reflecting  the  organizational  structure.) 

(4)  Tactical  Posture:  At  the  beginning  of  the  reporting  period 
the  troops  were  in  general  support  of  the  4th  Infantry  Division,  the  11 
Military  Region,  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade.  Additional  changes  in  the  tactical 
posture  of  the  squadron  occurred  during  the  reporting  period.  On  15  September 
1970  the  squadron  assumed  operational  control  of  D  Troop,  2nd  Squadron,  1st 
Cavalry,  which  on  1  October  1970  became  K  Troop,  17th  Cavalry.  During  the 
reporting  period  Troops  A  and  B  supported  the  4th  Infantry  Division  and  the 
22nd  ARVN  Division.  Troop  C  supported  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade  with  D  Troop 
remaining  under  the  squadron  control.  Troop  K  supported  the  23rd  ARVN  Division. 

b.  (C)  Personnel : 

(1)  During  the  reporting  period,  the  following  major  changes  in 
^oninand  and  staff  occurred. 

(a)  LTC  Ernest  A.  Smart  007-26-0038  assumed  comnand  of  the 
Squadron  on  7  September  1970,  replacing  LTC  Rudolph  B.  De  France  038-26-0859. 
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(b)  mj  James  B.  Trussel  li3lj-56-l07U  assumed  ccrask-nd  of  4 
Troop  on  18  Au^ut  1970,  replacing  MAJ  Robert  L*  Rackley  2Ul4t8-8326. 

(c)  MiJ  Glenn  P.  Carr  14»3-32-6206  assumed  ccns-iiand  of  B  Troop 
on  30  September  1970,  replacing  KAJ  Leightcn  0*  Haselgrcve  267-60-9/58* 

(d)  CPT  Michael  D.  Servitelle  5U6-62-68o8  assumed  command  of 
D  Troop  10  September  1970,  replacing  CW  Vincent  J.  Falccnic  076-30«»571j9« 

(e)  CPT  VJalter  L.  Duclororth  Jr.  439-58-9959  assumed  duties 
as  Squadrem  S-3  cn  31  August  1970,  replacing^ MAJ  Billy  J.  Dowling  Sr.  417-38- 
3016. 

(f)  CPT  Peter  A,  Kacergi'is  Olv3-36-3037  assumed  duties  as 
Squadron  S-1  ai  5  August  1970,  rsplacing  CPT  Kenneth  G,  Lininger  161-38-3016. 

(g)  ILT  Jerry  A,  Zock  3C64ili-66C3  assumed  duties  as  squadron 
S-2  cn  19  September  1970,  replacing  CFT  Dale  L.  Dunham  537-50-2U06, 

(h)  CPT  Rcnald  U.  Burgess  434-56-8580  assumed  cemmand  of  HHT 
on  26  September  1970,  replacing  CPT  Lester  C».Hclmko  412-56-8190, 

(2)  iTnit  Strength  and  Miacellanecus  Related  Data  is  attached  at 

Ihclosure  2. 


(C)  Intelligence: 

(1)  During  the  reporting  period,  the  S-2  Section  activities 

included: 

SECRET  Clearances  ’-Validated  -  46 
SECRET  Clearances  Granted  -  0 
SBCKET  Clearances  Initiated  -  2 
TOP  SECRET  Clearances  VsD.  idated  -  6 
TOP  SECRET  Clearances  Initiated  -  1 
Security  Debriefing  -  78 
Escape  and  Evasion  Dcbi-iefing  -  0 

(2)  Intelligence  Summary  fer  the  Squadron’s  tactical  area  of 
interest  is  os  follows: 


Sicny  activity  in  the  highland  and  coastal  provinces  ;:as  at 
a  lew  level  during  the  reporting  peried  with  the  exception  cf  slight  increases 
in  activity  during  the  holidays  and  elections  iii  late  August  and  during  tho  Fall- 
Winter  Canpal^h's  Second  Phase  begining  late  September,  Areas  cf  greatest  encafr 
activity  were  in  the  coastal  provinces,  with  Binh  Dinh  rrevince  being  the  most 
active .  Enenflr  activity  in  all  provinces  was  characterised  by  small  unit,  guerilla 
activities  including  stand-off  attacks,  ambushes,  sapper  attacks  and  terrorist  ai>d 
political  activities.  Throughout  the  reporting  period  the  enemy  avoided  contact 
and  ctnccntratcd  on  resupply,  feed  production  and  training.  Enemy  trciir.ng  and 
ruorganlr-atlen  during  the  reporting  period  emphasised  small  unit  tactics  aid  re¬ 
orientation  toward  g'v.orllla  tactics. 
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d.  (C)  Operations;  (Operational  Statistics  attached  as  inclosure 
3). 

(1)  Troop  A  during  the  reporting  period  operated  in  support 
of  the  22  ARVN  Division  in  the  Pleiku  area  and  the  4th  Infantry  Division  in  the 
vicinity  of  An  Khe.  On  8  August  while  working  northeast  of  Pleiku  A  Troop  LOH's 
observed  a  large  enemy  force  which  they  engaged,  resulting  in  15  KBA's.  The 
Aero  Rifle  Platoon  was  inserted,  resulting  in  5  enemy  KIA's  and  5  CIA.  There 
were  no  friendly  losses.  Enemy  equipment  captured  included  1000  primers,  2500 
rounds  of  AK/47  ammunition,  2  B/40  rocket  launchers,  1  RPC  launcher  with  sight, 
2500  blasting  caps,  6  AK/47  rifles  and  an  assortment  of  enemy  field  gear. 

For  the  next  3  days  A  Troop  continued  working  to  the  northeast  of  Pleiku  with 
no  further  sightings  of  the  enemy.  From  11  thru  24  August  the  troop  worked 
around  FSB  Oasis  and  northeast  of  Pleiku  with  no  significant  findings.  On  25 
August  the  ARP's  were  Inserted  on  a  storage  structure  and  recovered  some  U.S. 
equipment,  NVA  ruchsacks  and  2  small  arms.  A  Troop  again  Inserted  the  ARP's 
on  several  structures  finding  numerous  military  and  religious  documents.  As 
the  ARP's  were  being  extracted  a  UH-IH  crashed  in  the  LZ  injuring  3  persons 
slightly.  The  first  days  of  September  saw  A  Troop  down  due  to  weather.  On 
10  September  while  in  support  of  an  element  from  the  4th  Infantry  Division  a 
LOH  received  fire  and  crashed.  The  crew  was  evacuated  with  minor  Injuries. 

The  remainder  of  the  month  was  spent  supporting  the  4th  Infantry  Division  in 
An  Khe.  On  27  September  the  troop  observed  one  individual,  gunshlps  expended 
and  the  ARP's  were  inserted.  The  ARP's  observed  2  enemy  KBA  and  approximately 
14  structures  were  destroyed.  Again  on  30  September  in  the  same  area  as  the 
last  contact,  observed  8  enemy  soldiers  taking  evasive  action.  The  enemy  was 
taken  under  fire  resulting  in  8  enemy  KBA's.  The  troop  continued  to  support 
the  4th  Infantry  Division  from  1-14  October  with  no  significant  findings. 

On  15  October  while  working  south  of  An  Khe,  the  LOH's  received  heavy  automatic 
weapons  fire.  Air  strikes  were  employed  in  the  area  with  a  secondary  explosion 
rising  2000  feet  above  the  ground.  The  ARP's  were  inserted,  finding  only 
scattered  documents  in  the  area.  A  Troop  supported  a  unit  of  the  4th  Infantry 
Division  that  had  an  aircraft  shot  down  on  20  October.  The  ARP's  were  inserted 
to  recover  the  bodies  of  two  members  under  the  aircraft.  The  bodies  were 
recovered  without  further  incident.  The  last  action  of  the  reporting  period 
took  place  on  22  October  when  the  LOH's  observed  a  squad  of  enemy  soldiers. 

The  ARP's  were  inserted  and  made  contact  with  the  enemy  exchanging  small  arms 
fire.  The  ARP's  were  extracted  due  to  bad  weather  after  a  sweep  of  the  area 
was  conducted.  The  sweep  resulted  in  125  lbs  of  rice,  2  claymores  (US),  1 
LAW  and  1  -  8X15  structure,  all  of  which  were  destroyed.  For  the  reporting 
period  A  Troop  recorded  25  KBA's,  5  KIA's,  5  CIA's,  and  the  ARP  were 
inserted  13  times. 

(2)  B  Troop  during  the  reporting  period  supported  the  4th 
Infantry  Division  in  the  general  vicinity  of  An  Khe  and  the  II  Military  Region 
in  the  vicinity  of  Pleiku,  Kontum  and  Phu  Yen  Province.  During  the  period 
1-16  August,  B  Troop  operated  southwest  of  An  Khe  in  support  of  the  4th 
Infantry  Division.  This  operation  resulted  in  three  instances  of  ground  to 
air  fire  with  two  aircraft  receiving  minor  combat  damage,  and  no  significant 
enemy  movement  and  activity.  From  17  -  27  August  B  Troop  operated  in  support 
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of  II  Military  Region  In  the  Plelku  and  Kontum  area.  Again  there  were  two 
Instances  of  ground  fire  with  one  aircraft  receiving  minor  combat  damage.  Three 
enemy  overnight  rest  areas  were  reported  and  ten  hootches  were  destroyed. 

Weather  became  a  deterrent  the  first  six  days  of  September  when  B  Troop  once 
again  supported  the  II  Military  Region  In  the  Plelku  area.  Ground  to  air  fire 
was  again  reported  twice,  and  the  operations  netted  1  VC/NVA.  On  15  September 
still  in  support  of  the  II  Military  Region,  Troop  B  supported  the  22nd  ARVN 
Division  (Forward)  In  the  Dak  To  and  Kontum  area.  This  period  netted  little  in 
the  way  of  significant  findings,  but  with  the  Integration  and  training  of  ARVN's 
as  an  Aero  Rifle  Platoon,  the  period  was  considered  extremely  productive  In  put¬ 
ting  the  final  touches  on  their  training  with  insertions  and  practical  employ¬ 
ment  on  the  ground.  B  Troop  trained  4  platoons  of  ARVN's  to  be  employed  as  Aero 
Rifle  Platoons.  On  24  September,  B  Troop  was  sent  to  Phu  Hlep  in  support  of  the 
22nd  ARVN  Division  In  an  area  northwest  of  Tuy  Hoa.  Enemy  activity  In  the  area 
was  heavy  with  Instances  of  ground  to  air  fire  and  two  enemy  KBA's.  The  area 
produced  one  large  training  site  with  bleecher  facilities  which  were  destroyed 
along  with  8  hootches.  From  26  September  until  2  October  B  Troop  worked  in  the 
Plelku  area  with  the  3rd  ARVN  Armored  Cavalry,  and  the  47th  ARVN  Infantry  Reg¬ 
iment.  This  operation  resulted  in  3  enemy  KBA's  and  sightings  of  stepped  up 
enemy  activity  in  the  Plelku  TAOR.  From  3-9  October  B  Troop  worked  in  the 
Kontum-Tan  Can  Area.  Weather  again  hampered  operations  and  the  actions  of  the 
troop  resulted  in  1  enemy  KBA.  On  10  October,  B  Troop  moved  to  the  Phu  Hlep 
area  again  for  a  day  operation  which  was  very  successful  in  the  area  of  gather¬ 
ing  Intelligence.  Enemy  activity  in  the  area  was  heavy  as  evidenced  by  the 
heavily  traveled  trails  and  farming  in  the  remote  areas.  Twenty-two  enemy 
structures  were  destroyed  by  B  Troop  elements,  and  the  ARVN  Aero  Rifle  Platoon 
was  inserted  to  secure  a  dovmed  LOH.  The  ARVN  Aero  Rifle  Platoon  was  highly 
commended  for  their  efficiency  while  on  the  ground  and  the  only  difficulty 
encountered  was  during  the  extraction  phase  when  the  ARVN's  had  some  difficulty 
re-entering  the  lift  ships.  This  problem  has  been  alleviated  by  adding  straps 
to  the  UH-lH's  as  hand  holds  to  expedite  re-entry.  From  15  through  25  October, 

B  Troop  worked  in  support  of  the  47th  ARVN  Regiment  in  the  Plelku  TAOR  south 
and  southwest  of  FSB  Oasis  in  search  of  elements  of  the  95B,  an  NVA  Regiment. 
Encounters  with  elements  of  this  unit  resulted  in  10  enemy  KBA's.  During  the 
remainder  of  the  month  B  Troop  continued  to  screen  to  the  south  and  west  of  Oasis 
in  an  attempt  to  reestablish  contact  with  the  enemy  elements  with  no  further 
sightings  of  the  enemy.  During  the  period  1  August  through  31  October  B  Troop 
reported  17  enemy  KBA. 

(3)  During  the  reporting  period  C  Troop  supported  the  173rd 
Airborne  Brigade  in  the  vicinity  of  LZ  English  and  the  4th  Infantry  Division 
in  the  area  around  An  Khe.  Reconnoitering  south  of  LZ  English  with  the  173rd 
Airborne  Brigade  during  1-16  August  the  troop  observed  numerous  caves,  bunkers, 
and  structures,  and  the  scouts  received  fire  three  (3)  times  resulting  in  1 
enemy  KBA.  On  14  August  while  observing  a  well  used  trail,  C  Troop  found  a 
large  bunker  complex  with  one  of  the  bunkers  having  a  radio  antenna.  Gunshlps 
and  Alrstrlkes  were  employed  with  several  secondary  explosions  being  observed. 
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Alao  in  the  saioe  area  was  a  struettvo  ccnplcx  that  was  taken  under  fire  by 
the  Air  Ffece,  resulting  in  several  bunkers  bc^Jig  destreyed,  U  eneny  ICBA*s, 
a  roc^ede  rifle,  2  RPO  launchers,  and  numerous  BAiO  rounds.  Cn  17  Av^rjust 
through  27  August  C  Troop  siqipcrted  the  lith  Infantry  Division  In  epor-tions 
southeast  of  An  Ivhe,  with  no  signifiemt  findings.  During  the  poriM  27 
August  to  6  September  while*  porferoing.  mlsslcn.  (£.reccnn{^sQnco,  C 
Troop  received  eneny  small  anas  fire  twice,  with  one  LCH  sustaining  a  single 
hit  in  the  skid.  As  the  troop  ccntlnued  to  observe  the  area  the  scouts  re¬ 
ceived  fire  and  wefc  credited  with  2  enen^’-  KBA.  On  7  September  while  ob¬ 
serving  a  large  cave  ccn?)leat  a  LCH  received  heavy  small  arms  fire  and  crashed 
^dth  the  crew  being  extracted  by  the  Coimand  and  Control  aircraft.  The 
members  of  the  crow  received  miner  injuries.  Upon  completion  of  the  extraction 
the  treop  was  diverted  to  assist  an  element  that  ins  in  heavy  contact.  They 
provided  close  air  support  along  with  calling  in  artillery  and  airstrlkes. 

After  the  day's  aeticn,  C  Troop  was  returning  home  when  they  received  intense 
$1  Cal  fire  and  observed  an  air  burst,  AirstrJJccs  irere  called  t?»cn  the  area, 
but  due  to  darlancss  no  Btti  was  perfomed*  For  the  remainder  of  September 
and  Octoboa?,  C  Troqi  continued  to  support  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade  in  all 
quadrants  orcund  LZ  English,  The  operations  were  greatly  hindered  by  the 
approaching  bad  weather.  However,  co  li  October  while  observing  a  largo  bunker 
cd^ilcx  a  LOH  came  under  heavy  51  Cal  fire  and  crashed.  During  the  extraction 
of  the  crew  a  gunship  ebsorved  7  cneny  soldiers  fleeing  the  area.  The  cnccy  ins 
taken  under  fire,  resulting  in  7  NVA  KBA,  For  the  reporting  period  C  Treep 
reported  10  eneny  KBA's  and  the  ARP's  were  inserted  6  times, 

tU)  Troop  D  during  the  reporting  period  ccnducted  unit  training, 
provided  cenvey  C3cc?rt  to  12  Casis,  12  Blackhawk,  Kentun  City,  anc’.  Coup  Enari, 
and  provided  a  rca^y  reaction  force  for  Camp  HcUovay,  amd  the  squadron,  and 
provided  security  at  Lone  Amy  Heliport,  During  the  month  of  August,  D  Trofp 
reported  two  (2)  instmees  of  ground  fire.  On  13  August  while  covering  a  convey 
to  12  Oasis  D  Treop  received  sniper  fire  from  unknewn  sources,  sustaining  neg¬ 
ative  hits  or  injuries.  Again  on  15  August  while  covering  a  convey  cariylng 
Class  III  and  7  to  LZ  Oasis,  the  troop  received  light  arms  fire,  sustaining 
no  hits  and  the  convoy  proc-cded  to  Oasis  without  further  incident.  On  15 
August  D  Treop  was  tasked  to  provide  15  men  to  Lane  Amy  Heliport  tc  assist 
in  the  security  of  the  installation.  Cn  21  August  cne  platoon  conducted  a  sircei^ 
near  Dragcn  Mountain  searching  for  parts  c>f  A  I'rcop  UH  that  crashed  16  August 
with  negative  findings.  The  rest  of  the  month  D  Treop  provided  a  ready  rcacti*  n 
force  for  the  Squadron  %Scng  with  cenvey  escort.  Cti  2  c  cteber  a  platoon  from 
D  Treop  provldcci  security  fer  a  IIH-IH  ITca  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Trc  op 
that  experienced  engine  failure  on  tiicc  off  from  Caitp  HcUowuy,  Cn  15  October 
a  B  Troop  /Ji-lo  rant  down  due  to  eneiy  fire  with  the  aircraft  being  secured 
initially  by  A  Trccp  Aero  diflc  Platoon,  1  Troop  relieved  A  Troop's  Aero 
Rifle  Platoon  alcnr;  odth  four  (U)  gun  jeeps  from  the  troop  secured  the  aircraft 
until  morning  when  it,  was  lifted  cut  cf  the  area#,  FTcjb  12  -  lit  October  the 
troop  ccnchictod  unit  training  of  crew  served  weapons  at  Contour  Mountain  H.nge, 
On  30  October  D  Troop  provided  convey  escort  for  the  T1SAR7  AOI  Team  from  Pleiku 
to  An  Xhe  and  back. 
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(5)  The  Squadrcn  ossuned  operational  control  of  0  Tropp«  2 
SquadrflB  «  1  Cavaliy  on  1$  September  1970  tdth  a  unit  biing  redesignated  os  K 
Treep,  17th  Air  Cavnlxy  on  1  October.  K  Troop  during  th®  reportins  period 
operated  in  siqpport  of  the  23rd  ARVN  Dlvisicn  in  th>  Binh  Thuan»  Loa  Dong^ 

Tujron  SoO|  Nlnh  Tbuan  and  Btnh  Tiy  FTcvincos.  ?rct-^  1$  Septenber  threngh 

16  Coteber  the  troq)  started  worl^g  the  area  north  and  northwest  of  Phan  Thletf 
receiving  ground  to  air  fire  twice.  On  11  Octehor  K  Troop  LOH's  received  fi^e 
and  the  gunshlps  eaq)ended  resulting  in  3  KBA.  On  13  October  while  in  su{>p«irt 
of  the  1/^0  Mechanised  Infantry  Battalion  two  gunships  received  fire  dur^ 
a  12  prep  with  negative  hits.  K  Troop  on  the  17th  of  October  wos4ted  north 
of  Dalat  until  standing  down  for  redeployment  on  30  October  1970. 

(6)  (U)  Organisatient  tSo  change  since  last  ORLL. 

(7)  (0)  Training t 

(a)  The  Arny  Aviation  Refresher  Training  Program  of  the 
Squadron  was  greatly  enhanced  as  a  result  of  refresher  training  prided  by 
the  AARTS  courses.  (See  Inclcsure  U) 

(b)  Aviation  Trainingt  (See  Indosure  5) 

(o)  Spoolal  Training! 

A  Troop,  B  Troop,  end  K  Troop  Aero  Rifle  Platccn 
personnel  conducted  classes  at  Camp  Qiari  and  Phan  Thiet  for  the  training 
of  ARVN  Scout  personnel  from  the  22nd  and  the  23rd  ARW  Divlsicns  as  Aoro 
Rifle  Platocns.  This  training  included  an  orient,  ticn  on  Air  Cavalry  operatlcns 
with  special  enyhosis  cn  repelling  training. 

(d)  The  Squadrcn  engaged  in  training  a  totd  of  92  days 
during  the  quarter. (See  Inclcsure  U) 

(8)  (C)  Logistics! 

(a)  Supplies! 

(1)  Class  I  -  A  Troop,  B  Troop,  and  D  Tro<^p  drew 
rations  from  the  $73rd  SgiS  Ccsipany,  Plclku,  Republic  of  Vietnam,  Troops  drew 
rations  from  the  Uth  Ihfantxy  Division  at  An  Kho,  Republic  of  Vietnam.  D  T^orp 
(]>eratM  a  consolidated  field  ration  mess  fer  D  Troop  and  Headquarters  and 
Headquarters  Troop. 


(2)  Class  n  •  Supplies  wore  reojuisitionod  from  the 
$73rd  SiS  Coin|>any,  Plclku,  Republic  of  Vietnam. 

(3)  Class  in  •  Packoge  7CL  products  were  roq[uisitirn*i 
ed  threu^^  the  573rd  SAS  Company  and  issued  by  S^  to  the  troops.  Dleso^  and 
JP>li  were  requisitioned  through  the  573rd  SftS  CO,  Plclku,  Republic  of  Vietnam. 
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Fonrard  refueling  site*  ti«re  eetabliehed  cn  a  niesion  baeie  at  Due  C0«  LZ 
BlaoKhaulc,  FSB  Oaelfti  and  Ciii>  ftiari* 

(U)  Claee  IV  -  Ccnntrueticn  matoriale  were  ao<iuired 
through  PAAE  and  the  Pcet  Engineer. 

($)  Clase-  V  •  Aenninltlcn  was  requleltlcood  fren  the 
ARVN  ASPf  Flelkn.  Aanmnlticn  wae  petitioned  femard  at  Kontutf  FSB  Oasia,  IZ 
BlaokhatdCf  md  Caiqp  Snarl  in  nuppert  of  operations.  A  Troop  and  B  Troop  op« 
crated  a  roaxitting  point  at  Ca^p  RoUoway. 

(6)  Class  vn  -  Major  end  itenSf  less  aircraft  and 
aircraft  amanent,  were  reqoisltlcned  firom  the  $73rd  BBS  Cospsiqr. 

(7)  Class  Vin  ••  Medical  aaterial  was  reqnested  thru 
71st  Evacuation  Hospital,  Flelku,  RcpuUlc  of  Vlotnaa. 

(8)  Class  IX  -  Repair  parts  less  ■edleal  and  aircraft 
were  roqulsitlcned  frm  $73rd  S<£  Ccxpany. 

(9)  Class  ZX  •  Aircraft  parts  were  requisitioned 
iroB  60Uth  Transportation  Ccnpai^. 

(b)  Requlslticns  suhaltted  during  1  Septodier  thru  31 

October  1970i 

(1)  Non<*e3q;)endable  -  162 
Ccspletod  •  32 
Cancelled  •>  US 
Tum-lh  -  60 

Open  •  6$ 

(2)  Expendable  -  636 
Ccspleted  •  69 
Cancelled  -  21*2 
Open  -  325 

(o)  A  reconciliation  of  all*  outstanding  requlsitlcns  is 
made  with  the  573rd  SC6  Ccspoiqr  Mch  quarter. 

(d)  Reports  of  Surreys  submitted  •  10 

Coqilotod  •  9 

Open  •  1 

Canoelled  -  0 

(e)  Coidtst  Losses  subsdttod  •  39 

Ccnplstsd  «>  32 

Opsn  •  2 

Cancellsd  -  < 
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(9)  (tJ)  Cfwiiiftfltlcost  signal  an<^  Ilesoage  Center  Ccwsinlratit  ns 

(a)  General:  During  this  quarter,  the  7th  S<|uadrcn,.  .7th 
Caralry  CoBsounlcatlDns  Center  naintained  teletype  coBTunicatiens  with  the 
17th  Aviation  Ormg}  (Coinbat).  This  was  mainly  land  line  teletype  with  the 
exeepticn  of  a  brief  period  fren  18  October  1970  through  21  October  1970. 
During  this  time,  radio  teletype  was  established  while  the  17th  AO'CC) 
Conraunleatlons  Center  was  aeving. 

(b)  The  li3rd  Signal  Battalion  maintained  responsibility 
for  traffic  on  the  Vcrld  Wide  Teletype  Not. 


(c)  Cn  16  Scpteidier  1970,  the  Squadron  Ccsnnmlcaticns  Plate  cn 
set  'op  a  dismounted  ANAC3*2  radio  teletype  station  In  Phan  Thlet  in  support 
of  K  Troop,  17th  Cavalry.  This  forward  station  msb  still  in  cpcratlm  at 
the  end  of  the  quarter. 


(d)  Radio  teletype  net  operation  has  been  hampered  thrcu<;h> 
out  the  quarter  duo  to  faulty  equipment  and  slowness  of  stpiKrtlng  main¬ 
tenance  service. 

(e)  Operational  Statistics:  (Sec  Inclcsure  5) 


(10)  (U)  mterlal: 

(a)  Aircraft  maintenance  support  is  provided  to  the  Squadron 
by  the  6oUth  Direct  Support  unit  as  Indicated  below: 


ghi^|/|Loeaticn 

HIT,  Cain>  Hclloway,  PTJIICT 
A  T^q),  Caji|>  KoUeway,  PUIKU 
B  Troop,  Camp  HoUoHmy,  FLEIKU 
C  Troop,  Comp  Radcliff,  AN  KRE 


DSU/Locaticn 

60{{th  D6U,  Comp  RoUevsy,  miKD 
60lith  B6U,  Caap  Holloway,  FLBIKD 
60Uth  SSU,  Camp  Holloway,  PLBIKU 
60Uth  D6U,  Camp  Hollowiy,  PLEIKD 


(b)  Vehicle  maintenance 
support  unit  as  indicated  bclcw: 


Pnit/Locaticn 

HRT.,  Caap  HdHoway,  PLEIKU 
A  Troop,  Camp  HcUcuoy,  PLEIKD 
B  Troop,  Camp  Holleifay,  FLEIKB 
C  Troop,  Camp  Radcliff,  AN  KHE 
D  Troop,  Canq)  RoUewny,  PLEIKU 

(o)  Statistics  cn 
included  in  Inclosuro  6. 


sv^ort  is  provided  by  direct 


DSCAoceticn 

62d  Koint  Bn,  Caiq>  Wllscn,  PLEIKU 
62d  Maint  Bn,  Conp  Vilsen,  FI£1KU 
62d  Maint  dn,  Camp  nils  on,  PLEIKU 
626  Maint  Bn,  Caop  Wilsco,  FI£1KU 
62d  Kaint  On,  Camp  Vilsen,  PIEIKU 

availability  are 


aircraft  strenrtth  and 
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(U)  (U)  Civil  Affaires 

(a)  General t  Major  areas  of  activity  during  the  last 
quarter  were  educaticn,  sanitation,  recreation,  sponsoring  cf  social  events, 
and  sponsoring  the  Catholic  Orphanage  of  TU  TAM» 

(b)  Operation  and  Training  Activities: 

(1)  PLEI  POO  MQO  (/Jl  830366)  t  During  the  third  quarter, 
ttie  Civil  Affairs  team  gave  instructicn  in  the  building  cf  bunkers  and  sett¬ 
ing  up  of  their  perimeter, 

(2)  lA  SUN  (AR  817376)  t  During  the  List  quarter  the 
Civil  Affairs  Team  helped  the  villagers  in  setting  up  a  small  ccanunlty 
warehouse, 

(3)  TU  TAH  Orphanage  t  The  in  ccnjuncticn  with  D 
Treop  is  heiping  to  suppert  the  orphanage  cf  TU  TAM  by  presenting  additional 
clothing,  ford  and  toys  fer  the  children  and  erganizing  a  picnic  at  BIEN  HO 
LAKE, 


(c)  Logistics  t  The  Civil  Affairs  Team  received  support  from 
LE  TRCUG  District,  the  Squadron  Chaplain,  D  Trocip,  xjersonal  rescurces  cf  team 
members,  PLKIKU  Hospital,  and  the  71st  Medical  Evacuation  Hospital, 

(d)  Civil  Affairs  Prcjects: 

(1)  Sanitaticn:  The  S«5  team  supplied  100  pounds  of 
soap  for  the  Montcagnard  vlllarrers, 

(2)  Recreation:  The  S-5  team  ccnducted  ten  heurs  cf 
organized  sperta  for  the  children  of  both  vlllag^cs, 

(3)  Social  Events:  One  picnic  to  BUK  HO  LAKE  was 
sponsored  for  the  children  in  the  trphanage  of  TU  TAM, 

(li)  Psychological  Gyrations:  During  the  past  quarter, 
many  reports  cf  NVA  troops  and  areas  of  ccnccntratien  wore  received  by  too 
S-5  team  fj’on  too  villagers  in  both  PLEI  POO  MGO  and  L/i  SON,  The  vil3.agGr3 
in  both  villages  arc  most  cc operative, 

($)  Transportation:  The  S-5  team  provided  transportatL'n 
for  the  poopla  cf  both  villages  to  medical  facilities  and  market  twice 
a  week, 

(6)  Miscmllanecus:  The  team  distributed  10,000  lbs  of 
assorted  foodstuffs  to  both  vlllagos. 
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(12)  (U)  Acoiaent  Preventlcnt 

(a)  The  accident  rate  per  100,000  flying  heura  waa  72«8 
for  thla  quarter.  The  previoua  quarter  was  3^*00  per  100,000  flying  heura. 

(b)  For  accident  statistics  for  this  quarter  see 

Ihelcaure  ?• 

(13)  (U)  Religicua  Functicnai 

(a)  The  7A7th  Car  Chaplain,  during  the  quarter,  con¬ 
ducted  a  total  of  12  Sunday  and  20  weekly  services,  with  a  total  attendance 
of  1332. 

(b)  Religicua  services  were  eciKhicted  at  Canp  Hcllcway, 
AK  KHB,  and  PHAN  THIGT. 

(c)  The  7A7  Cav  Chaplain,  during  the  quarter,  nnde 
756  visits  to  troop  areas  and  made  contact  with  1,09U  Individuals.  The 
Chaplain  made  16  hospital  visits. 

(d)  The  men  of  Camp  Holloway,  through  designated  chapel 
offerings  and  volunteer  labor,  supported  the  construction  of  the  XCM  MOi 
School  and  is  eonttnuing  to  support  the  operational  needs  of  the  school. 

Ih  August  of  this  year  the  Chaplain  attended  the  official  dedication 
cerenonica. 


(o)  Support  is  being  given  to  the  TU  TAM  Crr^noge, 
Evangelical  Clinic,  and  Christian  Hisaicnary  Alliaxwe  miasirnarlea  in 
the  area. 


(f)  Chaplain  (M/iJ)  Tracy  A.  Manneaa  served  as 
Rpiadron  Chaplain  through  21  October  1970. 

(g)  Chaplain  (MAJ)  Ace  J.F.  MeVay  ia  presently  assigned 
as  Squadron  Chaplain. 

(ll»)  (0)  Medical  Section t 

(a)  The  medical  section  of  this  squadren  consists  cf  a 
flight  surgeon,  a  section  sergeant,  and  eleven  medics.  There  arc  two  medics 
with  each  aerc  rifle  platoon,  and  one  with  each  cf  the  three  platoons  In 

D  Troop.  With  the  exceptien  of  C  Troop,  all  personnel  receive  their  primary 
■edieai  care  fk>cai  the  Coiqi  HoUewny  Disnen8.*<Ty.  This  dispensary  is  jointly 
nil  by  the  Plight  Surgeons  and  medics  of  the  52nd  Aviation  Battalion 
(Cemhat),  and  the  7th  Squadren,  17th  Cavalry. 

(b)  At  Camp  HoUeway,  the  dispensary  receives  laboratcry 
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and  Xoray  support  free  the  Tlet  Evacuation  Hospital.  Kedleal  Suppliet 
are  cbtainad  fron  the  7l8t  Bvaeuaticn  Hospital,  and  thru  the  92Bd  Aviation 
Battalion  (Cced>at). 


(c)  Medical  Statlstloat 


nrerlouB  Quarter  Report  Quarter 


Patient  Visits 

663 

100$ 

Lnnunlsatlons 

900 

950 

Veneral  Disease 

51 

Malaria 

3 

0 

Diarrhea 

12. 

h 

Hepatitis 

0 

0 
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2»  (C)  Section  2«  Lewona  Loamedt  Ccnnumdwr'c  Cbaervaticnai  Evalaati(na 
and  Rcecanendations. 

(a)  (U)  PERSOimt  Hrne 

(b)  (IT)  nnmiDEMCIt  Ilcne 
(e)  (C)  OPglATIOHBi 

(1)  Uee  of  li^t  cbaarratlon  helicoptera  (eccuta)  In  Air  Cavalry 

aiaaiona. 

(a)  Obaervatlcnt  hOH’a  are  unneeeaaarUy  endantjerlng  thenaalvaa 
vhen  they  deaand  to  look  an  area  ever  without  firet  recrtnoiterlng  the 
doniaant  terrain. 

(b)  Evaluaticni  Caaualtiet  and  aircraft  dana^  have  reculted 
idiile  reocnnoiterlng  low  terrain  elavatlcne  withe  ut  firat  detemining  tfarcugb 
direct  obaervatlcn  that  the  hi^  greund  ia  free  of  enea^. 

(o)  Ccanend  Aeticnt  Miaeicn  cenomdere  and  scout  pilots  have  and 
will  ecBtlnus  to  be  alert  to  the  afore  nentloned  danger*  A  free  exchange  of 
idcaa  between  aecut  pilots  and  nifsitn  ecmanders  is  encouraged  during  frcqoent 
tactical  dicenssions  held  for  all  pilots* 

(2)  Use  of  tactical  air  sn;^rrt* 

(a)  Obaervatlcnt  Troops  have  experienced  difficulty  in  delivery 
of  approp^te  tactical  ordnance  tc  a  given  target* 

(b)  BvAuatient  Each  treep  has  In  the  past  Icet  the  qopcrtanlty 
tc  bring  the  full  brunt  of  firepower  againet  the  enesy  due  tc  the  dolaye 
and  the  ijq;>rcpcr  use  of  tactical  air  capabilities. 

(c)  Roccwnendatlonst  It  is  rectiWBeDded  that  the  ft£,  TAC^  and  Air 
Oavaliy  porecnnsl  aost  cn  a  regular  and  rotating  soheduls  to  exchange  Infcrwe' 
aticn  and  ideas*  It  is  further  reecasinTded  that  PAC  and  TAC  peracnnel  be 
allowed  to  observe  Air  Cavalry  tactics  in  the  area  of  cperatlcnt  as  a  passenger 
in  Air  Cavalry  olroroft* 

(d)  Ccwiaad  Aeticnt  The  Air  CavdL  ry  aaintalns  a  elcse  liaison  with 
its  supporting  PACts  IVcn  the  173rd  Airbonc.  Tijw  is  pericdioally  token  to 
step  and  dlseuss  taetios  and  prior  alrttrlkoa  with  the  nc  peanaamH.  that 
support  C  Treep.  Plater  pilots  and  PAC  personnel  famvo  field  i*  the  im 

of  operations  with  C  Troop  to  view  taetles  and  needs  of  an  Air  Cavalry  troop* 

C  Troop  personnel  have  ends  trips  to  Cat  Air  Pores  Base  tc  get  aecpialntad 
with  Air  Peree  pilots  and  flight  operations  personnel.  These  viaits  have 
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haso  Qtabled  thaK  to  see  first  hand  the  type  of  orduDee  asallabls  and  to 
get  to  personnally  kncv  the  pilots  that  provide  a  strong  ax»  to  supplenent 
our  organic  Air  CavAry  assets. 

(3)  Extraction  of  ARVN  Aero  Rifle  Platoon 

(a)  Observaticni  During  tho  recont  integration  of  the  ARVE  Aero 
Rifle  Platoon  Into  the  Air  Cavdiy  units  in  the  Central  Highlands*  B  Troop 
eneointered  problems  when  extracting  the  ARVN  ARP's.  The  problem  encountered 
wee  the  tine  required  for  the  ARP  personnel  to  reload  the  extraction  aircraft 
during  extracticts*  paxtlculorly  when  the  picki^]p  tone  required  the  alroraft 
to  remain  at  a  hemor. 

(b)  Evnluatloni  For  reasons  of  security  and  safety  of  personnel 
and  crews,  it  is  of  utmost  importance  that  aircraft  remain  In  the  FZ  the 
shertcat  time  possible  to  extract  the  personnel. 

(c)  RoccsEnendaticnt  It  Is  rcccnmended  that  ropes  or  straps  be 
attached  to  the  D4Ling  on  the  floor  of  DH^lH  aircraft  to  assist  the  Aero 
Rifle  Platoon  in  reloading  the  extraction  aircraft  as  expedicusly  as  possible. 

(d)  Conmond  Actloni  Stiraps  are  available  for  installation  in 
TTR.IH  aircraft  during  extraction  to  reduce  ground  time  in  the  PZ. 

(d)  (C)  CCHMDWianONSt 

(1)  Frequencies  assigned  an  Air  Cavalry  Trcq). 

(a)  Observaticni  In  the  past  all  troops  have  eQq>erienced  problems 
with  one  or  more  units  utilising  the  sane  FM  frequency  and*  at  times*  aU 
alternate  Arequcnclea. 

(b)  Evaluation  t  This  crowding  of  froquencisa  causes  mmy  problems 
in  comeunlcatlons  with  the  troop  aircraft  which  could  create  an  unstable 
conannd  situation  in  the  area  of  operations  aid  also  an  extreone  safety  hazard. 

(c)  Reccmrisndationt  Clceer  linscn  at  headquarters  to  ensure,  due 
tc  the  high  moblll'ly  of  the  Air  Cavaliy*  special  consideration  be  given  to 
frequencies  that  are  assigned.  It  it  further  recommended  that  extra  frequen¬ 
cies  be  assigned  tc  supported  units  for  use  by  Air  Cavalry  units. 

(d)  Coeonand  Action:  The  troops  hove  been  notifying  higher  hoadqiiart- 
ers  of  the  multi -interference  that  is  experienced  in  lur  area  of  operations. 
Cur  supported  luiit*  173rd  Alrbeme  Brigade*  supplies  us  with  usuable  7H 
frequencies.  We  have  also  requested  that  they  obtain  extra  frequencies  that 
will  be  free  of  traffic  for  cur  uae  in  their  orea  of  cperatlcns. 

(2)  Coraminicatic  na  between  Convey  l^ehlclcs  and  the  Escorts. 
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(a)  Observatlcnt  Convey  escorts  cannot  ccanunlcate  vlth  escorted 
vehicles  during  convoy  runs, 

(b)  Evd.uationt  Lack  of  radio  conmunlcation  on  escorted  vehicles 
leads  to  breaks  in  the  convoy,  confusion,  and  losses  cf  convoy  control.  Seme 
convoy  vehicles  get  behind  and  speed  tq)  and  cause  large  breaks  in  the  convoy 
fcmatioil. 


(o)  Reeoflniendatlon:  All  drivers  should  be  briefed  on  convoy 
procedures  by  the  escort  ccainander.  Where  possible,  escorted  vehicles 
should  be  provided  a  radio  to  facilitate  conriaad.  The  use  of  hand  signals 
betMsen  escorts  and  convoy  vehicles  helps  maintain  proper  distances.  The  use 
of  hand  hold  flares  to  signal  elements  of  the  convoy  of  danger  (ambush,  aocid» 
ents,  etc)  is  recenmanded. 

(d)  All  drivers  in  the  convey  are  briefed  by  the  escort  cemwandar. 
Raid  hold  flares  and  hand  signals  are  used  tc  facilitate  control  during  a 
convoy, 

(o)  (D)  MATERIili  Ncne 
it)  (tl)  SAFETY; 

(1)  Painting  cf  Light  Observation  Helicopters, 

(a)  Observation*  In  the  past  the  troops  have  experienced  diffla^l- 
ties  keeping  the  Light  Observation  Helicopter  (LORS)  in  sight  during  visual 
reconnaissance.  The  LOR  would  blend  into  the  green  foliage  and  obsorvaticn 
from  the  orbiting  Cobra  gunships  above  was  extromely  diffictilt. 

(b)  Rvduaticn*  The  present  L0H  marking  system  Is  inadequate  for 
the  mission  as  cur  Cobra  gunships  nn»t  have  the  L0H*s  in  sight  at  all  tiroes . 

By  regulation  the  only  markings  authorized  arc  intematicnsl  orange  cn  the 
kertled.  and  horizontal  stabilizer  and  white  markings  cn  the  rotor  blades. 

The  painting  cf  the  reter  blades  is  visible  frem  above  only  when  the  LOH 

is  in  strkifdit  and  level  flight  and  cannot  be  observed  while  the  LOH  is  in 
a  turn,  thus  making  direct  observation  from  above  extremely  difficult. 

(c)  Rcccmmendatlon*  It  is  rccQCi;tied<?d  that  LC|I*s  performing  a  scout 
mission  be  marked  in  the  following  manner*  A  six  (6)  inch  white  stripe 

be  painted  on  top  of  the  tail  bocm  extending  its  entire  length  and  t<n:vinatlng 
at  the  engine  inlet  fairing.  Three  (3)  six  (6)  inch  white  strips  be  painted 
in  there  on  the  international  orange  and  hcrizcntal  stabiliser,  the  rct^ 
blades  should  remain  painted  in  their  present  conflguraticn.  (See  attached 
Closure  8) 
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(d)  Ccnwmd  Action*  C  Troop.  7A7th  Air  Cavnlpy  is  presently 
operating  with  LOH*a  painted  in  the  above  nsoationed  coiflguratitn.  Through 
discussions  and  field  experience  it  has  been  found  that  this  aethod  of 
markings  is  easily  Identifiable  fTcm  above  no  natter  hew  severe  a  anneuver 
the  LOH  might  be  forced  tc  take.  The  fact  that  the  LOR's  ore  easily  ldent> 
ifiable  increases  our  safety  in  the  area  cf  operations  as  the  covering 
gunships  can  react  quickly  and  violently  when  the  enemy  situation  warrants 
such  action. 
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AVBACB-SC  (12  Ifcv  7C)  let  Ind 

SU3JSCT*  Operational  Report  -  Leesone  Learned,  7/l7th  Air  CaTalary 
Squadron,  Period  Bndlng  31  October  1970, 

M,  OEADQUARERS,  17TII  CCIIBAT  AVLATICII  CKCDT,  .\PC  06316  23  Ifevenber  1970 

TC:  Department  of  the  Arciy  (ACSFOR,  DA),  Washington,  D.C,  2031 0 
Comanding  General,  I  Field  Force  Vietaan,  APO  96350 

(D)  Ihie  headquarters  has  relieved  the  attached  report,  considers  it 
adequate  and  concurs  idth  the  contents. 

FOR  TIE  CC:5'ANDER; 


CF: 

CO,  7/1 7th  ACS 


/s/llobert  T,  Bulsson 
/tACBERT  T.  BUISSON 
1LT,  FA 
Asst  Adjutant 
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AVFA-GC-HIST  (12  Nov  70)  2nd  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  7th  Squadron,  I7th 
Cavalry,  Period  Ending  31  October  1970,  RCS,  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 

DA,  Headquarters  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  APO  S.  F.  96350 

TO:  Cotnnanding  General,  1st  Aviation  Brigade,  APO  96384 

1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  and  evaluated  subject  Operational  Report- 
Lessons  Learned  and  concurs,  except  as  noted  below. 

2.  Reference  Section  2,  Lessons  Learned:  Commander's  Observation,  Evalua¬ 
tions,  and  Recontnendations:  Paragraph  2f  (l)(c):  The  painted  configura¬ 
tion  of  the  LOH's  as  stated  is  not  in  compliance  with  USARV  Reg  95-27,  SubJ : 
Conspicuity  Markings  for  Amy  Aircraft:  however,  it  is  recommended  in  the 
interest  of  safety,  the  LOH's  continue  to  operate  as  marked.  A  request  for 
an  evaluation  will  be  requested  from  safety  personnel  at  USARV  in  light  of 

a  possible  change  to  the  regulation. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER; 


•JOBEBT  W. 
..T,  ACC 
\ssl  AQ 


CF; 

I  -  CO,  17th  AVN  GP  (C),  (LESS  ORLL) 

1  -  CO,  7th  SQDN,  I 7th  CAV,  (LESS  ORLL) 


/.moc  (12  Mov  ?0)  3d  Ind 

SUSJLCT:  Operational  heport  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  '/th  b._'jadron,  17th 
(kvalry,  Period  Ending  31  October  1970,  RCS,  CSFCR-65  (R2)  (I') 

Da,  headquarters,  1st  Aviation  brigade,  APO  963B4  27  JAN  1971 

TO:  Coirmanding  General,  United  States  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVHGS-OST,  aPO  96375 

(U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Cperaticnal  Report  -  Lesrons  Learned 
and  concurs  with  its  contents. 

FOR  THE  CO:iAf!DUlJ 


HiJujLD  C.  PHILLIPS 
ILT,  AGO 
Asst  AG 
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aVHDO-OO  (U>  Nov  70)  4th  Ind 

SUiiJiiiCT:  Operational  Report  >  Lessons  Learned,  7th  Squadron,  17th  Cavaliy, 
Period  lindLng  31  October  1970.  HCS  CSFCiR-o5  (R2)  (U) 

Headquarters,  United  States  An^y  Vietnam,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  j  ^ 1^7^ 

'fO:  Conmander  in  Chief,  United  Statee  Arqy  Pacific,  ATTN:  CP0P>DT, 

APO  9655^ 

1 .  This  Headquarters  has  reviewed  the  C^erational  Report-Lessons  Learned 

for  the  quarterly  pei-iod  ending  31  October  1970  from  Headquarters,  7th  Squadron, 
I7th  Cav^ry  and  concurs  with  coaiisents  of  indorsing  1  eadquarters. 

2.  Coonents  follow: 


a.  Reference  item  concerning  “Frequencies  assigned  an  Air  Cavaliy  Troop," 
page  13 t  paragraph  2(d)(1).  FM  frequencies  are  assigned  on  a  repetitive  basis 
based  on  noninterference  due  to  location  and  range.  This  criteria  is  at  tines 
ineffective  because  of  the  increased  range  attained  when  FK  radios  are  mounted 
in  aircraft.  However,  extra  frequencies  which  are  free  of  interference  is 
an  excellent  solution  to  an  annojdng  problem.  Unit  has  been  so  advised. 


b.  reference  item  concerning  “Painting  of  Light  Observation  Helicopters," 
page  14,  paragr^h  2(f)(1)  and  2nd  lixiorsenent,  paragraph  2:  concur.  A 
sindlar  paint  scheme  should  also  be  adopted  for  the  OH-58  helicopter.  Unit 
has  been  so  advised. 


FUl  TKh  COMUNuLR: 


Cy  fum: 

Ist  Avn  Bde 

7th  Squadron,  17th  Cav 


.liok  W.  Stevani  Jr. 

t  /lUtdin  AGC 

’ ,  Adtuiaiil  General 
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GPOP-DT  (12  Nov  70)  5th  Ind  (0) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  7th  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry  for 
Period  Ending  31  October  1970,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Franciaco  96558  gj 

TO^  Aaalstant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Waahington,  D.  C.  20310 

Thia  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  :!HE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


1.11.  OZAKl 
CPt.  AQO 
iaat  AO 
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GRO&HIZATICIUIL  STR2HGTH  CF  StmCROINATE  TMUS  AS  CF  fL  CCTCBER  1970 

!•  Readquortcrs  and  Headquarters  Troop,  Cenp  HclloNaF,  Plelka,  Repttflic 
of  Vietnam  is  or2aAi8od  In  aecerdanee  with  MTCE  17-96T  and  equipped  vlth 
$  lElH  H^coptere* 

2«  Troop  A,  Caiqp  Holloway  is  organized  in  acccxHtace  with  MTCE  17-90r 
and  is  equipped  with  9  Alda,  10  LCH's,  and  8  tTKlH  Helicopters*  The  maintenance 
and  avlonio  detachments  that  ifere  separated  fFoa  the  troop  ore  nev  integrated 
within  the  treq}* 

3*  Troq)  3,  Camp  HoUowayi  is  cs'ganized  in  acccrdance  with  MTOE  17"f6T 
is  equipped  with  9  /ilia's,  10  LCH's,  and  8  UHIH  Keliccpters*  The  maintenance 
and  arlcnlc  detachments  that  were  separated  from  the  treep  arc  now  integrated 
within  the  troop* 

U*  Troop  C,  Caiq>  Radcliff,  An  Kho,  Republic  of  VLetnon  is  organized  in 
acccrdance  with  IfTOE  17*98T  and  is  equipped  with  9  AHlQ's,  10  LOR'e,  and 
8  I)K1H  Hellccpters*  The  maintenance  and  avionic  detachments  that  were 
separate  frem  the  troop  arc  now  integrated  ^/ithin  the  troop* 

9*  Trc  cp  D,  Cas^T  HcUcwgiy,  is  a  standard  wheel  neunted  ground  cavalry 
troep  organized  jn  accordance  with  MTOE  17-98T, 

6*  See  pages  2  &  3  of  this  Inelonre  for  crgonlsatlonal  charts* 
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OPiaillCMAL  STATISTICS  F®  THE 
1*  (C)  tUitilf  t 


BNlTt 

SOBCSHS 

COMBAT  OTH® 

TSDOES 

LIFTED 

HQ 

569 

274 

1,230 

TRP  A 

6^82 

653 

3,299 

TRP  B 

2,277 

197 

2,959 

TRP  C 

6,032 

25U 

5,930 

TRP  D 

TRP  K 

BETAINES  t  $ 

En— r  Material  C«ptaredt 
10  -  Iba  of  doeuMenta 
250  «  rounds  of  AKA7  «nno 

2  -  BAO  roc^t  launcher/  w  eight 
1  -  RPO  rocket  launcher/  v  eight 
250  •  bleating  cape 
6  -  kHAil  rlflee 


CARGO 

(lais) 

KSA 

KIA- 

STRDCT®ES 

bbstroud 

u 

0 

0 

— 

None. 

25 

5 

66 

None 

17 

0 

None 

10 

0 

68 

— 

0 

0 

- — 

3 

0 

3 

2  -  rolla  of  tiJM  fuae 

15  •>  Iba  of  aasorted  aedleal 
aunpllea 

IjO  •  ponehM 

27  •  iMnnockB 

10  entrenching  toda 


2,  (c)  oRoan)  TO  air  fire  f®  the  proicDt 


OHd 

'  .AK30  * 

■  OKIH 

A/C  RECF 

A/C 

aa  rbcf 

A/C 

A/D  nic7 

A/C- 

TRgP 

OA  FIKff 

HIT 

Q/A  FIRE 

HIT 

0/A  mE 

HP 

n 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

A  TRP 

9 

3 

3 

0 

2 

1 

B  TRP 

22 

9 

11 

7 

0 

0 

C  TRP 

lit 

6 

5 

0 

0 

0 

K  TRP 

3 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

48 

18 

a  24 

7 

2 

1 
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CR^ 

AB-IO 

BH-IH 

TEOOP 

O/A  PSIE 

Hg 

OA  PIRI 

Hg 

OA  PIRB 

Hg 

AIKJtBT 

1970 

HQ  TRP 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

A  TRP 

3 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

B  TRP 

7 

3 

2 

2 

0 

0 

C  TRP 

3 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

K  TRP 

0 

0 

0 

O 

0 

0 

SKPT’llBER  1970 

HQ  TRP 

0 

0 

02 

0 

0 

0 

A  TRP 

3 

0 

A 

0 

1 

0 

B  TRP 

8 

2 

5 

0 

0 

0 

C  TRP 

7 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

K  TRP 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

OCTOBER  1970 

HQ  TRP 

0 

e 

0 

9 

0 

0 

A  TRP 

3 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

B  TRP 

7 

U 

5 

0 

0 

0 

C  TRP 

k 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

K  TRP 

3 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3.  (C)  Aircraft  Loat  and  Danggedt 


ONg 

AIRCRAFT 

LOST 

DAMUGED 

HQ  TRP 

IRIH 

1  (HCTE  1) 

D 

A  TRP 

oh6a 

7  (NCTE  2) 

2 

AHIO 

1  (NOTE  3) 

0 

tlHlH 

2  (NCTE  U) 

2 

B  TRP 

CH6A 

2  (NOTE  5) 

3 

Aioa 

1  (NCTE  6) 

0 

UHIH 

3  (NCTE  7) 

0 

C  TRP 

2  (NCfTE  8) 

2 

AHIO 

2  (NCTE  9) 

1 

tnoH 

0 
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NOTE  1  THAT  Trmafer 

NOTE  2  Three  each  Conbat  Danope,  two  each  Crash  Damage,  cne  each  Sadxit 
Loss,  one  each  Extensive  Halntencnee. 

NOTE  3  One  each  Crash  Loss. 

NOTE  U  Two  each  Crash  Loss. 

NCIE  ^  One  each  CcEd)at  Loss,  one  each  Crash  Dan age. 

NOTE  6  Cne  each  Conibat  Loss. 

NOTE  7  Two  each  VN/IF  Transfer,  one  each  Crash  Loss. 

NOTE  8  Two  each  Combat  Loss. 

NOTE  9  One  each  Crash  Loss,  one  each  Extensive  Maintenance. 

U.  (C)  Flying  Hour  Sf  tisties  (Based  on  DA  Form  1352) 

a»  Average  Monthly  Flying  Hours  ly  type  Aircraft  and  by  Troop i 


UNIT 

0H6A 

AffljG 

UHIH 

H  Q  TRP 

N/A 

N/A 

283 

A  TRP 

U2U 

UOl 

366 

B  TRP 

IiU2 

339 

336 

C  TRP 

U63 

U52 

383 

b.  Average  Monthly  Flying  Hours  by  Troop  and  by  Type  Aircraftt 

0H6A  AHIQ  UHIH 

1329  1192  1368 

e«  Cumulative  Flying  Hours  by  Troop  and  by  Type  Aircraft: 


UNIT  CH6A 

AHIO 

UHIH 

TCT/iL 

HQ  TRP-  N/A 

N/A 

8li9 

81^ 

A  TRP  1272 

1202 

1097 

3571 

B  TRP  1326 

1018 

1007 

3351 

0  TOP  1388 

1357 

1150 

3895 

d.  Cumulative 

Flying 

Hours  by 

Aircraft: 

0H6A 

AH18 

UHIH 

ALL  A/b 

3986 

3577 

UIO3 

11,666 
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AIRCRAPT  STRHWPH  AHD  A  /AIIABILin 


1*  (C)  Aircraft  Stren^^th  as  of  31  October  1970 1 


am 

0H6a 

AH16 

miH 

TCTIL 

Auth/Asg 

Auth/Asg 

Auth/Asg 

Auth/Asg 

HQ  TRP 

0/0 

0/0 

7/5 

7/5 

A  TRP 

10/9 

9/9 

8/8 

21^ 

B  Tap 

loAc 

9/e 

8/8 

27/26 

C  TRP 

TOAo 

9/9 

8/8 

27/27 

2,  (C)  Average  Aircraft  Availability  by  trocp  and  by  Type  Aircraft 

(1  August  -  31  Cctbber  1970) 

UNIT 

CH6A 

AHR} 

OHIH 

HQ  TRP 

N/A 

N/A 

9252  OR 

752  NORM 
152  NORS 

A  TRP 

7$%  OR 

Hi  NCRM 

nors 

7252  CR 

11«  NORM 
1752  ^JCRS 

8£!2  OH 

6^  NCRM 
652  NCRS 

B  TRP 

7952  CR 

1252  NCRH 

952  NCRS 

6952  CR 

2U52  NBUf 
752  NCRS 

8^  CR 

1352  NCRH 

552  NCRS 

C  TRP 

8^  OR 

1352  NCHM 

Ti  NCRS 

7152  OR* 

2652  NORM 

3?  NORS 

8052  OR 
lii52  NORM 
652  NCRS 
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Safety  Statlatieg  for  the  Perlcd  Baaed  on  CHtEP  «  $  Flying  Heura 
1,  (U)  1  Auijust  1970  -  31  Octeber  1970 


TROOP 

HOURS  FLOWN 

AccnjEins 

RATE 

H  Q  TRP 

793 

0 

0 

A  TRP 

3U91 

5 

lll2.5 

B  TRP 

3182 

2 

62.2 

C  TRP 

3502 

1 

28,8 

7A7 

10968 

8 

72.8 

AUGUST  1970 

HQ  TRP 

233 

0 

0 

A  TRP 

1090 

U 

366.8 

B  TRP 

99U 

0 

0 

C  TR? 

1259 

0 

0 

7A7 

3576 

h 

111.6 

SEPTEIfflEH  1970 

HQ  TRP 

290 

0 

0 

A  TRP 

1296 

1 

77.1 

B  TOP 

1078 

2 

185.U 

C  TRP 

1338 

1 

71*.7 

7A7 

5002 

h 

79.6 

OCTOBER  1970 

HQ  TRP 

270 

0 

0 

A  TRP 

1105 

0 

0 

B  TRP 

lUO 

0 

0 

C  TOP 

905 

0 

0 

7A7 

3390 

0 

0 
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3.  (C)  ACCIDBJT  SOmARIgS  B?  Mam 
(a)  Av.gU0ti  Four  Accidents: 
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1.  Cn  16  August  1970,  Trocp  A,  CHH5Aj5N  67-16361,  Pilot  Flonnilcan 
eocperienced  a  loss  of  tail  rotor  i  and  quill*  The  pilot  autorctated  and 
severed  the  tailboon  on  touchdovn*  Unable  to  shut  down  the  violently  vlb« 
rating  aircraft,  the  orew  exited  safely*  The  aircraft  tail  rotor  gear 
boot  has  been  sent  in  for  analysis*  The  ta.il  rotor  blades  were  not  recovered 
after  three  days  of  search.  The  cause  of  the  failure  is  pending  teardoun 
analysis* 


2*  Cn  22  August  1970,  Troop  A,  CH-6fi,  SH  67-16152,  Pilot  Farrell, 
experienced  a  loss  of  rotor  RPM  :diiie  at  slay  flight  bn  a  visual  reconnais¬ 
sance.  The  pilot  turned  into  the  wind  aid  landed  hard  in  a  sloped  clearing* 
The  observer  was  njured  when  he  liimediately  exited  and  ran  into  the  main 
rotor  blades*  The  ctuse  of  the  loss  of  power  is  unknown,  pending  fuel  control 
teardown  anal3r8ia, 

2*  Cn  30  Axigust  1970,  Troop  A,  UH-lH,  SM  67-17750,  ’’Hot  (ughten, 
turned  over  in  an  pZ.  The  had  alcplng  ground  with  Cwo  foot  deep  furrows* 
Cne  skid  hung  up  and  the  co-pilot  over  centroUed  the  aircraft  and  the  pilot 
vaa  unable  to  save  the  aircraft.  The  aircraft  turned  \q>-8ide  down  but  no 
cne  was  sei'icusly  injtured, 

U.  Cn  31  August  1970,  Troop  A,  UH-lH,  SN  66-16651,  Pilot  Caraker, 
er-ierienced  an  engine  failure  and  landed  cn  sloping  terrain,  Tlr  aircraft 
fell  on  its  right  side  causing  structural  damage*  None  of  the' crew  was 
injured*  Cause  of  the  engine  faHtre  will  be  determined  by  teardown  malysis, 

(b)  .  September:  Four  Accidents: 

1,  On  9  September,  Troop  B,  UH-lH,  SN  67-17723,  ^ot  Hafher, 
experien'ced  a  hard  landing  due  to  low  retta*  RPH,  Cn  a  check  ride  the  pilot 
8«v  that  he  vraa  going  to  land  short  of  the  runway  cn  an  autcrotatlcn.  The 
IP  took  control  and  attcnqpted  a  power  recovery,  bjrt  the  throttle  was  binding* 
The  IP  stretched  the  glide  losing  RIH,  xJhich  resulted  in  a  hard  Landing, 

The  throttle  linkage  was  feund  to  be  execs  \voly  dirty.  The  throttle 
bearing  was  sent  in  for  analysis. 

2,  Cn  13  September  1970,  Troop  A,  AH-lQ,  SN  68-151119,  ^Hot 
Clausen ,*“ax'perlenccd  an  engine  failure  over  hostile  terrain*  Having  no 
suitable  force  Landing  area,  the  pilot  craxhed  into  the  trees.  Due  to  enecy 
presence  the  aircraft  w  is  not  recovered  and  the  cause  of  the  engine  fiil|irc 
cannot  bo  determined* 

3,  On  10  September  1970,  Trct.j?  C,  AH-lG,  SN  68-15819,  Pilot  Thtrpe, 
had  a  tall  rotor  strike  a  cenox  ceniwiner*  The  pilot  plcksd  the  aircraft 
up  to  a  h(ver  and  lumed  approximately  90  degrees  in  the  L-shaped  revetment 
and  struck  the  aircraft  tail  rotcr  on  a  ernex  container  that  the  Pest 
Engineers  had.  placed  near  the  revetment  >;hen  wcrklxig  on  the  airfield  drainage* 
The  result  was  a  hard  landing  and  damage  to  the  tail  rotor  drive  train*  Nc 
ctio  was  injvirod* 
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*  * 


on  19  September  1970,  Troop  B,  0K-6A,  SN  69-16006,  ?ilot  Hebort, 
catperlcnoed  an  endixic  failure  cn  take  off  and  the  nirersft  landed  hard.# 

The  pilot  rooelvod  back  injuries  when  the  collq|)sable  scat  failed  to  ccllapso 
due  tc  a  technical  nanurl  under  the  seat.  The  co.pilct  was  struck  in  the  ^od 
by  tbe  turning  rotor  blades  after  exiting  tlie  helicopter.  The  cause  of  the 
engine  failure  Tdll  be  determined  by  teardown  analysis. 
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1.  o«iciM*TiNe  ACTIVITY  fCoi^anu  multtm} 

- 1 

jaa.  ACPOAT  aEcuniTv  CLAlaiFicATio»> 
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HQ,  OACSFOR,  DA,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

Mb.  cmouo 

4 

a.  TITLC 

Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  HQ, 

7th  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry 

a.  AUTMOfKti  fiMW.  mtddl9  htdUmi.  imHtiamM) 


CO,  7th  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry 

t.  ncponT  OATC 

12  November  1970 


y*.  TOTAI.  NO.  OF  FAOKi  7b.  N< 
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tA.  OAiOINATOA**  ACPOHT  N  ,  .tfSKAl** 


7b.  HO.  OF  ACFt 
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